
 

 

  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USA: 

P.O. BOX 470105  

TULSA, OK 74147-0105 

  

AFRICA:  

PRIVATE BAG F 183 

FRANCISTOWN, BOTSWANA AFRICA 

  

SUPPORT: 

CARE OF: 

RHEMA BIBLE CHURCH MISSIONS 

DESIGNATE FOR MATT BUCKLEY 

P.O. BOX 50126 

TULSA, OK 74150-0126 

  

WWW.LOTWAFRICA.ORG 

  

TEACHING 

TRAINING  

EQUIPPING 

  

CELEBRATING  

22 YEARS 

IN  

AFRICA! 
  

We’re SO Thankful… A New Year has begun and we just 

can’t help but look back over 2010 and see how faithful God has been.  We are 

so thankful for the things, but most of  all, we are thankful for relationships 

within His Family!  This letter is dedicated to saying thank-you and at the same 

time letting you know what’s been happening lately.  

Could you let your kids move across 

the globe?  Our parents did over twenty years 

ago and we’re so thankful.  They released us to 

pursue the call on our lives far, far away from 

home!  Meet some of our family – con’t, pg 6 

We didn’t invite the BUGS to our 

Preschool Christmas programme, but they came 

anyway.  When God put on our hearts to begin 

the Academy, He also prepared the way.   We are 

so thankful for the staff members who help us to 

carry out this portion of Light of the World 

Ministries with excellence; truly showing the 

character of God… con’t pg 4 

Spending TIME and MONEY to PREPARE 

Monday through Thursday evenings, Technicians, 

Lawyers, Doctors, City Council members, 

Mothers and Musicians come to Light of the 

World Bible Training Centre to be trained to be 

more effective in this Harvest… con’t pg 4 

We’re not white...  Only our “house” is 

white… That’s the attention-getting statement 

we love to make!  Even though our natural 

families live far away, God has brought into our 

lives men, women and children here in Botswana 

who are our Aunts, Uncles, Cousins...  We’re all 

different colors of beige and brown, but we have 

one purpose. Con’t  pg 5 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blonde Hair, Green Eyes   

and she fit right in!  Our niece, Emerald 

Gyuricza came back from the US with us in 

October and stayed until mid-January.  

What a complete blessing she was to our 

family and to this ministry.  Her bubbly 

enthusiasm is contagious!  Emerald is 

interested in medical missions and came 

here to experience life as a missionary 

with us.  She had opportunities to minister 

to children in the hospital and to meet 

some of the hospital staff.  Light of the 

World Church has received Samaritan’s 

Purse Operation Christmas Child gifts, and 

now it’s our turn to give!  Emerald and 

Light of the World Church prepared 

shoeboxes filled with gifts which were 

given to pediatric patients at the hospital 

just before Christmas.  We’re so proud of 

Emerald’s initiative and for Light of the 

World Church youth for being so involved 

in this project.  Thank-You Emerald!  You 

made a difference! 

 

We’re Thankful for our 

LOTW LEADERSHIP  

Sylvia Nyamambi was born 

again at Light of the World 

Church in 1994.  She was 

among the first to graduate 

from the Bible training Centre 

and now successfully pastors 

Light of the World Church in 

Matshelagabedi Village.  

Daniel Jarabane graduated 

from the Bible Training Centre  

in 2004 and now pastors in Tati Siding Village and at Borolong Village.  Mrs. Matambo and Mr. Matanda 

lead Care Groups.  We are truly a TEAM and we are so honored to work together with men and women 

who have a heart to serve this nation with excellence.  You should see the Care Group Leaders play 

Pictionary next article… 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Play Pictionary and Bop-It! At Light of the World 

Church, our mid-week services are in the form of “Care Groups.”  We 

study the Word together and we PLAY together!  We like that name for 

our small groups because we CARE about each other, we CARE about the 

lost, we CARE about meeting people’s needs.  At LOTW, Care Groups are 

a great way to develop leadership within the church and for pastoral 

care to take place.  Our goal is to have visitors and new members 

become involved in a small group as quickly as possible.  Mr. and Mrs. 

Matanda been so enthusiastic and their Care Group just multiplied! They 

recently planned a “braai” (American BBQ) and we played Pictionary, 

Bop-It and other games… those were some interesting drawings, funny 

faces … And a lot of laughs!  Mrs. Matambo just began another Care 

Group in their home.  

 

SLUSSERS – Across the Globe 

and Back Again! Jon and Kim Slusser 

have been a part of Light of the World 

Ministries since January 2009.  Jon was such 

a tremendous blessing in so many areas at 

LOTW – teaching, building, training… You 

name it… he helped with it!.  Kim is a 

pediatrician and has been training medical 

personnel in Botswana pertaining to 

pediatric HIV.  Her contract has come to an 

end and they recently moved back to their 

home state of Pennsylvania.  They have 

brought so much to this ministry, to our 

family and to this nation through giving of 

themselves so freely.  We are so thankful to 

them and look forward to seeing all that 

God has in store for them next!  Thank you, 

Jon, Kim and precious Ellianna! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Didn’t Invite the Bugs con’t… In November, all 30 preschool students had 

the opportunity to spend the day at a game ranch.  They saw giraffe, zebra, deer and 

dozens of other creatures!  The staff at the ranch planned games, snacks and nature 

activities – and the children came home dirty, tired and so very excited all at the same 

time!   

Parents were invited to watch their Kindergarten children receive their graduation 

diplomas (from Kindergarten to to first grade), to see academic presentations and to see 

their children participate in a Christmas presentation.  It rained hard the morning of the 

event and we were so thankful that it stopped before the program.  But we forgot to pray 

about the BUGS that come after the rain… what a sight so see that many 2-5 year olds on 

the platform jumping, stomping, and grabbing at the little butterfly-like termite bugs that 

come out after the rain! 

We are excited to be able to start a new classroom in 2011.  Currently, we admit ages 2 ½ 

through 6 years, but we will now be able to cater for ages 12 – 30 months as well.  Our 

desire is that this school be used to expose families in our community to the love of our 

Heavenly Father.  Light of the World Staff have demonstrated the love of Jesus to children 

from Traditional African Religions, Muslim and Atheist families.  To hear all of the children 

recite Psalm 23, Psalm 8 and Psalm 100 is breathtaking.  Children with learning and 

physical challenges have been lovingly cared for while strengthening their mental and 

physical capabilities.  One more classroom means more families exposed to His love!  

Spending Time and Money con’t  Light of the World Bible Training Centre is truly multiplying the Word sown!  

The number of nations, churches, occupations and various walks of life represented in the Bible school is far-reaching 

On the 28
th

 of November, 16 students from 5 African nations representing 6 different churches participated in the 10
th

 

commencement ceremony.   In his message to the students, Jon Slusser encouraged the graduates to focus on God’s path 

for their lives.  Graduates minister as doctors, lawyers, mothers and fathers; school teachers, business owners and the 

“techie type” are ministering on the job – together with those who are called to minister in a full time capacity.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’re not white Con’t… God’s love was 

demonstrated by the LOTWChurch children in their 

recent Christmas programme.  The birth of our saviour 

was told by Granny Mouse to her grandchildren’s 

unbelieving friend.  Four adults and fifteen children were 

saved following the programme – even some of the 

angels received assurance of salvation!   

The adults celebrated as well.  Jon Slusser ministered to 

the men at a Men’s Breakfast and   Kim ministered to 

the ladies that evening at our Ladies Candlelight 

Christmas Dinner.   

The “Generation of Light Youth” enjoyed a  3 day get-

away trip to a privately owned game farm with giraffe, 

zebra and loads of deer, three dams and a golf course.   

 

We’re thankful for Pastor and 

Mrs. Hagin – Our Pastors.  We are 

so thankful for Pastor and Mrs. Hagin. For all they 

have put into us through Rhema and through 

encouraging words throughout the years.  We are 

thankful for their example and that we don’t have 

to “re-invent the wheel!”  We’re so thankful that 

we are part of the Rhema Family. 

We’re thankful for PARTNERS! 

We would not be able to do what we do without 

YOU… Our partners, friends and family.  All of the 

exciting reports you read in this update are a result of 

your prayers, finances and faithful support.   

THANK YOU!   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most of All, THANK YOU JESUS!   

Most of all, we want to express our thankfulness to our Saviour.  It is a 

privilege to serve Him on this continent.  It is amazing to have a purpose in 

life.  How wonderful it is to know that He chose us, He called us, and He 

equips us to work in His harvest.  I couldn’t imagine life without Him – and 

when I do, it motivates me to share the Good News MORE! 

 

We Moved across the globe con’t…  Our parents, 

Jack and Patricia Buckley and Dave and Ruth Mickelson and the rest of our 

family have invested  so much into Matt and I.  Now it’s our turn… Our sons, 

Madison and Anderson are such a vital part of Light of the World Ministries –

The TEEN years are AWESOME!  Thank you for being such a vital part of Light 

of the World Ministries.   You are not missionary’s kids, but truly are 

missionary kids!  Those you have won to Christ during Evangelism outreach 

time have been noticed by the Father.  How you set up and tear down church 

equipment while whistling a happy song is so refreshing.  Thank you for all you 

do to complete the ministry God has called us to in Africa. 

And to our extended family – We are so blessed by the support you show.  

Thank you for releasing us to do what God has put in our hearts on the other 

side of the globe.  Thank you for supporting us financially, through your 

prayers and through your generous hospitality.  It would be difficult to live this 

far away without your encouragement and support.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USA Trips Planned … we’d love to see you! 

1 August – 6 September – Matt will be in the US 

19 September – 1 October Kristin will be in the US 

28 November – 10 January 2012 – We’re coming home for Christmas!   

Please contact us if you’d like to have us in your church OR If you’d like to give toward AIRFARE or 

TRANSPORTATION during our visit to the US.  For scheduling use email address below.  For donations, refer 

to the support information on page one.  100% of your donation goes directly to the Buckley’s  

officeolotwAFRI.A.org 

www.lotwAFRI.A.org 

 Botswana, the Buckleys and Light of  the World Ministries in Brief 

BOTSWANA (bo-tswah-nah) 
Botswana is a country the size of Texas with a population of 1.8 million people. It lies just 

north of South Africa and its borders are essentially the Kalahari Desert, which makes for 

hot, hot summers and cold winters. The main industries are diamond mining and cattle. 

The government is democratic and it is a relatively wealthy nation.  Botswana is made up of 

different African tribes, primarily the Batswana. The official languages are Setswana and 

English. 

THE BUCKLEYS 

Matt and Kristin are 1987 and 1988 graduates of RHEMA Bible Training Center.  They met 

at RHEMA and were married in 1988.  During their engagement, Matt worked in Southern 

Africa with an evangelist for five months.  Matt and Kristin returned to Botswana together 

in 1989.  The Buckleys have been in Africa since that time and now live in Francistown, 

Botswana.  They have two sons, Madison, born in February 1994, and Anderson in June 

1996.  

LIGHT OF THE WORLD MINISTRIES 

The vision of Light of the World Ministries is to teach and train national leaders and laity 

to be effective ministers.  This is being accomplished through the teaching of the Word of 

God in Light of the World Church, in Light of the World Bible Training Centre and in 

Light of the World Academy.  Light of the World Internship Programme is designed to 

introduce mission life to those from a western culture who have a desire to minister cross-

culturally.    

 

 

If you would prefer not to receive email updates from the Buckleys,  

please reply to this email with “please remove” in the subject line. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A few more fun pictures… 


